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Dear Fifth Grade Families, 
 
Welcome to the start of another school year! Each year seems to bring a mix of emotions for all 
involved; teacher, parent and student! We all have that lingering feeling that another beautiful 
Minnesota summer is in our rear view mirror, which never seems quite long enough. I may be 
speaking for myself, but I feel as if everyone is just a tiny bit anxious to get back into the routine of 
the school year. I am personally looking forward to getting to know your family and seeing your child 
grow socially, emotionally, and academically. 
 
The next few pages of information will hopefully help your family ease into a new school year 
because the transition from summer to fall, fourth to fifth and a new teacher can sometimes be 
overwhelming. Please fill out the communication form and return it with your child on the first day of 
school. 
 
Please know that if you have ANY concerns, questions, or comments, you are more than welcome to 
contact me either via phone (during the school day we are awfully busy and I may not have a chance 
to answer) or email (I carry my iPad with me everywhere). 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mr. Schiffler 
Room P5 
320.253.0506 
jschiffler@isd47.org 
www.mrschiffler.weebly.com 
 



Classroom Expectations 
 
We will work together the first week of school to create our own classroom expectations, to mirror 
the PATH school wide expectations (found on the next page) as well as those found in Responsive 
Classroom. Expectations will be taught, modeled, and practiced throughout the year. A copy will be 
sent home as soon as they are complete. 
 
Something new and exciting this year for me, is that my wife (Melrose 4th grade teacher) Responsive 
Classroom is about building a classroom community that focuses on respect, responsibility, safety, 
challenging one another! 
 
When students choose not to follow our expectations “logical consequences” from Responsive 
Classroom will be used. The three components are: 
 
1. “You break it, You fix it” 
2. Loss of privilege 
3. Take a break 
 
A clear and consistent approach to discipline fosters responsibility and self-control. Logical 
consequences help children regain control, make amends, and get back on track when they forget to 
choose not to take care of themselves or each other. 
 
Obviously there may be certain situations, which require the immediate involvement of Ms. Froiland 
our principal. 



Room P5 
 
Water 
Students are encouraged to bring a sealable, spill proof, water bottle into the classroom. This is 
important because we have a lot of technology in our room, it MUST BE SPILL PROOF. 
 
Book Orders 
I send home Scholastic book orders about once month. Ordering is completely optional, all orders 
earn “points” to be redeemed for books to be added to our classroom library. I also set up an 
option to order online, which is nice because no money need to accompany your child to school! 
More information and instructions will be sent home with the first book order. 
 
Birthdays 
Students are allowed to bring store-bought (healthy snacks are encouraged) treats to celebrate their 
birthday if they choose. All treats will be enjoyed after lunch (around 1:00). We have 32 students in 
our class, as of now! 
 
Field Trips 
Deep Portage! I honestly can’t say enough about this opportunity. Last year was the first year the 
fifth grade students had the opportunity to attend Deep Portage and what an amazing time it was. 
Deep Portage is a facility north of Brainerd that focuses on teaching appreciation for the outdoors, 
sustainable living, respect, responsibility, all while tying it to our MN science and social standards. I 
strongly urge every family to consider attending as it truly is a once in a lifetime trip for kids to attend 
with their peers. There will be tons of information as the year progresses, along with a parent Q&A 
night as April nears.  
 
We will also be looking for Parent volunteers to attend our 3 day, 2 night excursion. So maybe 
something to start thinking about. 
 
Website www.mrschiffler.weebly.com 
Something I am extremely proud of and we use every day in our room. Instead of sending home 
monthly newsletters, the students and I will keep an electronic journal (Blog) of classroom news and 
events. I have included a school calendar, expectations, resources, and basically anything in this 
packet can be found there. For those that do not have Internet access, I can simply print a paper 
copy to send home at your request. 
  
Communication 
School - 320.253.0506  I usually arrive around 6:45 am and leave at about 3:00 pm 
Cell – 320.241.2015  You may contact me via text anytime or calling between 3:00-9:00 pm  
Justin.schiffler@isd47.org I will always check my email and usually will respond between 24-48 hrs 
 
 
 



Homework 
Homework has always been something I struggle with as a teacher. I want to make sure it is 
meaningful for all involved (student, parent, teacher) but at the same time being considerate of 
everyone’s busy lives. I truly believe it is my job to provide high level education to your child here at 
school and part of that means making sure they understand the material before they leave at 2:10. If 
they don’t, it makes it awfully tough to practice, which is what I feel homework should be, a time to 
practice and apply the skills learned at school. Not learn on their own! 
 
A few of us here at PV have also started looking at homework a little differently. Rather than send 
home 40 practice problems for the sake of sending home 40 problems, what if we choose 2-3 
meaningful problems that really focused on the skills taught that day and require students to 
persevere through them. Our rationale for this is that as skills in math become increasingly difficult 
headed into middle school, we see many students lose focus and the will to carry a problem out fully. 
My intentions with homework this year are to give them less problems but with the understanding 
that those problems will have multiple steps and require students to preserver and show some GRIT!  
 
Because we will once again be a 1:1 device school, your child will be coming home with an iPad next 
Wednesday if you so choose. In the spirit of saving trees, being a bit more organized and teaching 
some 21st century skills, most of their homework will be on the iPad.  
 
That might sound scary to some of you who are used to notebooks and books like I was but we will 
try and make it a smooth transition for everyone. There will definitely be bumps along the way, I will 
be the first to admit that but it’s going to be an awesome opportunity!  
 
Grading Scale 
All fifth grade teachers here at Pleasantview use the following grading scale: 
 

A Above Grade Level 

G Grade Level 

B Below Grade Level 

 
Watch D.O.G.S & Volunteers 
If you would like to be a watch DOGS (Dads of Great Students) or volunteer in our classroom I would love to 
have you! You just need to fill out the districts background check and schedule it with myself or Ms. Froiland! 

 
Technology 
My passion. I hope to instill wonder, tap unused creativity and inspire your child to go beyond their 
traditional learning style and embrace the 21st century with me! 
 
PV 5th graders are part of the districts Phase 2 technology plan. Every 4-8 student in Sauk Rapids/Rice 
will be given a device to use at school and home if the appropriate fees are paid.  
 



I am happy to announce that our class will be a 1:1 iPad class this year!  

What does this mean?  
Your student will have access to an iPad all day in our classroom.    
We will be using it in most aspects of our learning. There will be a 
plethora of apps available to your student. Your child will have 
access to a classroom blog to share their learning with their 
classmates, we will use Google to build a community of learners 
and Schoology to receive/turn in some assignments, students will 
learn how to use Google Docs, Schoology, ShowMe, Keynote, 
Notability, iMovie, and many more education apps.  
 
Why will my student be using an iPad?  
My goal will be to instill wonder, promote critical thinking and discovery, spark new insights, promote 
creativity, and provide customized learning to your student. Your student will have access to our district’s 
digital library for print and audio books. We will be able to learn and connect with a global digital learning 
community that will show your student that learning takes place everywhere, all the time.  
 
Will the iPad be coming home with my student?  
Yes, but only if your family paid the districts $30 fee. If not, there will be a safe place in our classroom to keep 
it locked up overnight. 
 
What if my student accidentally breaks their iPad?  
You are not responsible for any accidents; malicious acts however will be that student/families responsibility. 
This is a school expense (what your $30 fee helps to cover) that will be handled through the district. I 
understand that accidents happen and we have a plan if this happens. See our school’s technology policy in 
the back of your parent handbook. 
 

 
What do I need to do? What if I have questions?  
You do not need to do anything, except encourage your student to be responsible and 
enjoy learning! If you have questions, please feel free to call me at school. I do not have 
much time to talk during the school day, but I will return your call after school hours. We 
also have an amazing tech team here at PV ready to help with all technology questions 
(forgot passcodes, chargers lost, apps won’t load….etc) The quickest way to get in touch 

with me is by email, Justin.schiffler@isd47.org  
 
Charging 
Students are responsible for bringing their iPads home each night and returning to school each morning with 
their iPad fully charged. We do not have charging stations or space in the rooms. Students are expected to 
bring it to class each day just like they would a notebook or pencil!  
 
 



Our Day 
 
Breakfast 
Students will once again have the choice of receiving free breakfast in the morning! Your child will 
have the option of taking a breakfast bag, fruit and milk upon arrival to our classroom in the morning. 
They must take at least the breakfast bag if they choose to eat that morning, the fruit and milk are 
optional. They do not need to eat them all immediately. They could save them for snack time or later 
in the day.  
 
If there are any allergies or special food requests please talk to the office. 
 
Morning Meeting & WAEL TV 
Students gather for 15 minutes each day to greet each other, read morning message, share news, do 
a group activity, and look forward to the day ahead. This daily routine builds community, creates a 
positive climate for learning, and gives students the practice in a wide range of academic and social 
skills. 
 
Our 4th and 5th graders will once again be helping produce our live WAEL TV at the end of the day. 
Our broadcasters keep us informed of the weather, news, current happenings and any birthdays at 
PV! 
 
Math 
My labor of love! Math this year will challenge your student’s ability to over come many new skills. 
We will begin the year focusing on making sure our multiplication and division facts are secure 
before moving on to some fraction skills, decimals, geometry, and dabbling in algebra. 
 
5th grade is also a time to start preparing your child for middle school and the switching of classes. I 
have the pleasure of co-teaching with Ms. Strack! She is an amazing individual who truly loves what 
she does! She will be teaching Reading, writing and social while I will have the pleasure of teaching 
math and science. 
 
Reading 
Our school uses the Daily 5 framework during our reading block. Between reading mini-lessons, 
students choose to work independently on: Read to Self, Work on Writing, Listen to Reading, Work 
Work, or Read to Someone. During this time, students are met with individually or in small groups to 
work on individualized reading skills and strategies.  
 
Spelling 
Words Their Way, is the spelling and Word Work program tailored to your child’s specific spelling 
needs. The weekly pattern words are determined on an individual basis and practiced through out 
the week during Word Work time. Spelling lists can be found online under the Student Resource tab 
and then by clicking on Spelling City or their list from class. 
 



Social Studies 
Ms. Strack will be teaching the entire social studies curriculum within in her reading block.  They will 
continue looking at United States History through different perspectives focusing on the 
Revolutionary War, studying the 3 branches of government and our duties and rights as citizens. 
They will also look into economics and weigh the decisions we as consumers and the public make on 
a daily basis. Geography will focus on reading maps and looking at how each region or area has its 
own physical and cultural characteristics.  
 
Science 
I will be teachings both sections of science for Ms. Strack and myself and will begin the year looking 
at the scientific method and how it’s used. We will then spend a brief time looking at simple 
machines and their everyday uses. Our attention then turns to our planet and how there are only a 
finite number of resources and distinguishing between renewable and non-renewable. Lastly, we will 
spend some time looking at the plant and animal kingdoms and how certain traits have helped 
species survive while others may have gone extinct.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Assessments 
 
Our state and district require a variety of different standardized assessments that track student 
learning. More information will be shared as the year progresses. A general overview of each 
assessment is listed below. 
 
MCA 
The MCA is the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment test given to every student beginning in 
third grade. The MCA math test will be given on the computer with the reading being given 
paper/pencil. Both tests are given in the Spring (end of April, beginning of May).  
 
MAP testing 
The MAP is the Measure of Academic Progress test, which your student has more than likely been 
taking since first grade. Both math and reading are done on the computer and student’s scores can 
be tracked across grade levels. 
 
FAST 
FAST tests consist of a variety of short math and reading tests to gauge your student’s ability. Tests 
are given three times a year to track progress once again. 



Communication Form 

 

Student name: __________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian names: __________________________________________ 
 
                      __________________________________________ 
 
Primary phone number: __________________________ (Home/Work/Cell) 
 
Alternate phone number: __________________________ (Home/Work/Cell) 
 
E-mail address/es: 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Preferred method of communication (Please use 1-2-3) 
__ Phone (Home/Work/Cell)  __ E-mail  __ Text Message 
       Please circle one 

 
Where will your child go at the end of the day? 
__ Front Safety Zone  __ Back Safety Zone  __ Bus (#_____)   
__ Kid Stop             __ Walking/Biking  
  
We realize that sometimes schedules are not always consistent and can 
change from time to time. Any additional information we should know 
would be helpful. 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 



Movie Waiver 
 
We may occasionally show a video with a rating of PG. Please check the below box if you consent to 
your student watching those movies. 
 

o Yes, I give my child permission to view PG movies at Pleasantview. 
 

o No, I do not give my child permission to view PG movies at Pleasantview. 
 
Child’s name ______________________    Parent/Guardians Signature ___________________________ 
 
 
Picture Waiver 
 
We love to take pictures and use social media here at PV displaying all of the awesome work out 
students do. Please check the below box if you consent to Mr. Schiffler and Pleasantview Elementary 
using your child’s image for educational purposing only. 
 

o Yes, I give Mr. Schiffler and Pleasantview Elementary permissions to use my child’s image 
 

o No, I do not give Mr. Schiffler and Pleasantview Elementary permissions to use my child’s 
image 

 
Child’s name ______________________    Parent/Guardians Signature ___________________________ 

 
Are there any additional needs or things you’d like to tell us about your 
child? 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________  



Back to School Checklist 

 

To ensure that you have completed all necessary forms, please use the following 
checklist and return the forms with your child on the first day of school. THANK YOU! 
 

c Emergency School Closing (orangish sheet) 
 

c Walking Field Trip (bright green half sheet) 
 

c Updated Emergency Form (blue sheet) 
 

c Families in Transition (only if needed) 
 

c PV 5k Run/Walk participation form (bright pink sheet) 
 

c Communication Form (white sheet – this packet) 
 

c Movie and Picture Waiver (white sheet – this packet) 
 

c Sign up for Device Handout Night (in classroom) 
 

c Sign up for Conferences (in classroom) 
 

c Pay Technology Fee ($30 check or online in media center) 
 
 


